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drug bill which gave billions of dollars
away to the special interests. It is time
for the President to stand with the
American people and support our chil-
dren.

———

POLITICAL POSTURING ON SCHIP

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, we have
seen an incredible amount of political
posturing this week over SCHIP. The
SCHIP program was created in a bipar-
tisan effort to ensure poor children
without health insurance have health
care coverage. Poor children without
insurance. Children, not adults. Some
States have more adults on SCHIP
than children. Poor children, not fami-
lies making $83,000 a year, to get free
health insurance. Poor children with-
out insurance.

Under the Democrat bill, one in three
children who already have private in-
surance would drop their private cov-
erage to get free government coverage.

Let’s ensure poor children have
health coverage and do it in a bipar-
tisan way, not shutting out Repub-
licans the way they did in this last bill.

This Democrat Congress truly is a
dysfunctional Congress. They can’t
even get SCHIP reauthorization right.

———

MISTREATMENT OF RETURNING
SOLDIERS

(Mr. CLYBURN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to voice my outrage and utter
disgust regarding the treatment of
some of our brave men and women who
have just returned home from serving
gallantly in Iraq.

Recently, members of the Minnesota
National Guard, known as the Red
Bulls, were told that they did not qual-
ify to receive benefits under the GI
Bill. Why? Because they were deployed
for 729 days in Iraq and not the 730 days
mandated by the GI Bill to receive ben-
efits.

The fact that they would deny edu-
cational benefits to courageous vet-
erans who risked their lives defending
our freedoms, many of whom were de-
ployed for 20 consecutive months, is
shameful and appalling. Supporting our
troops means taking care of them when
they come home and providing them
with the benefits they have earned and
rightfully deserve.

Mr. Speaker, if I might invoke the
words of Alexis de Tocqueville: ‘““Amer-
ica is great because America is good.
And if America ever ceases to be good,
it will cease to be great.”

Mr. Speaker, this action does not re-
flect the goodness of our great Nation.
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OPEN AND TRANSPARENT
SPENDING

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, the American people deserve
better from their government when it
comes to the way it spends their hard-
earned taxpayer dollars. As Jerry
Bellune of the Lexington County
Chronicle would say, ‘‘It’s the people’s
money, not the government’s money
given to the people.”

It seems that this Democrat majority
which rode to power on a wave of prom-
ises about open and transparent Con-
gress has decided these principles do
not apply when it comes to all ear-
marks. So I ask my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle, if identifying
who is sponsoring an earmark is okay
on spending bills, why is it not okay on
all legislation?

The American people deserve more
transparency from their government,
not multi-million dollar spending
packages slipped silently into legisla-
tion under a bureaucratic cover.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the

11th. Thank goodness for Rush
Limbaugh, who supports our troops.
————
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DENOUNCING ATTACKS ON RUSH
LIMBAUGH

(Mr. LAMBORN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to denounce the liberals’ fraudu-
lent attacks on Rush Limbaugh. Any-
one who reads the widely available
transcript as I have done sees that Mr.
Limbaugh was appropriately referring
to the pretenders who pose as medal
winners or who falsely claim to have
committed atrocities in Iraq when he
used the phrase ‘‘phony soldiers.”

No, the real scandal here is that lib-
erals in America and here in this Con-
gress are willing to manipulate facts to
smear those they disagree with. But
there’s an even more insidious agenda
by liberals going on and that is to re-
institute the so-called Fairness Doc-
trine, which is actually a way to si-
lence conservatives on the radio waves.
Mr. Limbaugh deserves mega-kudos for
being a forceful and effective voice on
the side of common sense and for being
an example of the first amendment in
action. After all, isn’t that what our
country is supposed to be about?

————

RECOGNIZING CHARLOTTE’S BLUE
RIBBON CAMPAIGN

(Mr. HAYES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HAYES. Mr. Speaker, last April,
Charlotte police officers Sean Clark
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and Jeff Shelton were shot and killed
in the line of duty as they responded to
a call at an east Charlotte apartment
complex. As a result of these tragic
murders came the Blue Ribbon Cam-
paign. Many miles of free blue ribbon
were distributed throughout the great-
er Charlotte area. Jeff Katz, a former
police officer who hosts the afternoon
drive show on WBT in Charlotte, North
Carolina, urged listeners to display the
blue ribbons on cars and homes as well
as on their persons to visibly support
law enforcement. On his radio show,
Katz asked listeners to donate to a spe-
cial memorial fund for the families of
the slain officers. In a matter of hours,
Katz had pledges of $50,000. Those mak-
ing pledges were directed to make their
donations directly to the Fraternal
Order of Police Lodge No. 9.

I want to commend these officers and
their families for their sacrifice and
thank their brothers and sisters in law
enforcement for their commitment to
keep the city safe. I also want to thank
Jeff Katz and countless citizens for
their tremendous efforts in the Blue
Ribbon Campaign responding to this
tragedy. Out of this tragedy it was en-
couraging to see the tremendous out-
pouring of support from the whole com-
munity for our law enforcement per-
sonnel who risk their lives every day
for all of us.

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 3648, MORTGAGE FOR-
GIVENESS DEBT RELIEF ACT OF
2007

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, 1
call up House Resolution 703 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 703

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order to consider in
the House the bill (H.R. 3648) to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to exclude dis-
charges of indebtedness on principal resi-
dences from gross income, and for other pur-
poses. All points of order against consider-
ation of the bill are waived except those aris-
ing under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI. The
amendment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Ways and
Means now printed in the bill, modified by
the amendment printed in the report of the
Committee on Rules accompanying this res-
olution, shall be considered as adopted. The
bill, as amended, shall be considered as read.
All points of order against provisions of the
bill, as amended, are waived. The previous
question shall be considered as ordered on
the bill, as amended, to final passage with-
out intervening motion except: (1) one hour
of debate equally divided and controlled by
the chairman and ranking minority member
of the Committee on Ways and Means; and
(2) one motion to recommit with or without
instructions.

SEC. 2. During consideration of H.R. 3648
pursuant to this resolution, notwithstanding
the operation of the previous question, the
Chair may postpone further consideration of
the bill to such time as may be designated by
the Speaker.
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